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ErIc Weiskott

Seven Poems

Long Days ofF Your Own WHeReWItHAL
after Prageeta Sharmd’

And who is to say the operation will succeed,
the day will brighten out of the southeast like a room,
what we tell Lili and Theo will be OK, will be OK?

Day succeeds night, which succeeds
in convincing you of your own wherewithal
to lift your tremulous voice in song.

The day succeeds only in ending in colors for a healthy cheek.
And who is to say the voice, when it rises this time,
will not be a whispered vow?

untitLeDd #56

blocked by ulterior poem the one
lodged in gullet and lost

in the aftermath of hurricane
artworks are only as precious

as loss / delicate storm in
late Netherlandish

we have painted the horizon blues
and yellows, scent of vanilla

just before rain- and landfall
where do you go if

before explanation the sea
rears up to devour

why does the lost poem always
a change in attitude or pressure

common to our celebrated
figuration / always late

a style or method of measurement
common to crisis

and moments of lyric, painted
landfall

! Prageeta Sharma, Grief Sequence (Seattle: Wave, 2019), 67
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Like Parer unper INK SisyrHus taue CompLetist

after Edgar Garcia® towrite a book called Sisyphus the Completist. It would
include all my recent poems and my college poems.

an obsolete phrase, my Each stanza rolls a stone up one side of the same idea:

Jove for you sagging under its own weight it would ificlude a poem called “Sisyphus the Completist,”
full of black and violet words. ’
it is incomparable and absolute It would include mourning and epiphany, concluding
to be awakening now will trigger self-awareness in conclusion
international relations and settling acc . Si i
in the dream, we think, s0 you know how weird you are but it no 1o§1ger2;11:11ttfer§l.syphus fe Complett
“to have loved and lost”
. Nabokov felt he had already composed
in the renewed mourning of this-day-of-today his future novels. The trick is to
the bare suggestion of flesh Listen, every box must be checked. Every apology
to one’s wife in the evenings, for example, ends the same.
on bedside table, one barrette Every morning, you wake up with a stone
and purple comb in your stomach. The trick is to know when you've reached
Heartbreak Hill, a Beacon Street of the mind.
each room a discarded phrase Newspaper feature reports on research: women marathoners
and our awakening to solidity This seems metaphysically appropriate
_ stayyoung but men age an extra ten years.
AUtOBIOGRAPHICAL LULLaBY and biologically dubious.
after Solmaz Sharif* Sisyphus still has so many academic conference lanyards
to collect, it’s crazy. The book would express anxiety
To locate the reference partway down a lefthand page about submitting new work to judgment. It would
To notice afterwards the pencil writes brown not leaden so brown blooms on the page in the warm include a comment in the form of a question.
yellow light of the desktop lamp Fach stanza rolls a stone up one side of the same campus.
To purchase a hundred-foot roll of archival three-mil mylar sheeting Full of vengeful words, I remember
To use a hobby knife to trim mylar sheeting to fashion protective folded covers for a quarto The student union supports
leatherbound volume printed in London in 1637, and an octavo leatherbound volume lost souls I knew at [redacted].
printed in FEdinburgh in 1770 Un-Koch My Hippocampus. The trick is to age
To sigh and flip the pillow over Ten years, it takes self-awareness, Ben.
To learn how to do this on youtube
To retire when the clock strikes Unfortunately for the lanyard set,
To repeat yourself you have to play the minor key
To grow up in a village on the North Fork of Long Island \ to earn the right to play the major key.
To undertake some other kind of mission | That’s what the blues taught me.
To notice afterwards the way the town divides itself through its third street Does it seem that your article passes too quickly from one genre to another?
To sigh and flip Suffolk County red Nabokov’s third novel contains a passage '
To undertake a study of the minds of dead people when it doesn’t imitate art.
\ predicting the Lolita film adaptation. We only notice life
To locate the reference to the early work of Lisa Jarnot, in which the poet traces syntactical on niches—you had to be there.
possibilities latent in certain lesser-known lyrics of Bob Dylan Newspaper reports on research
To use a hobby knife to trace the East River detaching Long Island from New York Sisyphus still has so many references to check,
To repeat yourself it's crazy. Each stanza rolls a stone: [ want*

To learn how to do this on youtube

To retire to the antechamber in 1637 or in 1770 certain of the rightness of this, of the rightness of the
world, and in expectation of great things such as my love she speaks like silence such as
ancient Scottish poems such as a grandfather clock striking such as a pencil sharpened for
use such as a leatherbound volume expressing the county such as retirement such as
archival three-mil mylar sheeting such as ornate pillows

To grow up and to notice

+V]adimir Nabokov, The Luzhin Defense, trans. Michael Scammell (New York: Pu

. Nalk , tnam, 1964; repr. New York: Vintage 1990)

?Edgar Garcia, Boundary Loot (Scarborough, ME: Punch, 2012), {1}. 944-48; Priscilla Meyer, “Black and Violet Words: Despair and The Real Life of Sebasti i » dies4

3Bob Dylan, “Love Minus Zero / No Limit,” Bringing It All Back Home (1965); Lisa Jarnot, Some Other Kind of Mission (Providence: (1997): 37-60; Michael Staines, “Running Marathons %an Age Men?oy ng({fe:?g f’t%2£g52t7a]su?12%}%lze;<gg boltfo;)kStudzme; .

Burning Deck, 1996); Solmaz Sharif, Customs (Minneapolis: Graywolf, 2022), 59-60. running-marathons-can-age-men-by-ten-years-1352285>. ' wstalk.com/new
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On a Ruin
translated from Old English

There are wet ruins and dry ruins.
A poet knows the difference:
gray lichen and dust,
vermillion roof and asbestos.
Thirty generations ago,
this wall held a number of ideas
about English weather.
It abides. Warriors in bright
byrnies encircled
the ruins at bathtime.
You know the place:
where hot springs
surged up from the jewelled heart
of memory. Now all idle,
a picture of siltation.
The river floods and tempers
the baths’ water, the wall molders,
even the name is buried.

THe ReveLator

Time’s the revelator
—Gillian Welch®

The solo, as if overdubbed
from some other song,

crackles against the chord change

subsides into its rhythm.
At the turnaround
time reveals the missed notes

as intentionally withheld.

Mandolins belong
to their county,

an Angeleno’s twang

on air. In this song

your lover has vanished
into the banjo’s arc,

the guitars are trying

not to weep,

and the president is dead.
In the other song

time reveals only mist.

5 Gillian Welch, “Revelator,” Time (The Revelator) (2001).
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